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Executive summary  
 

In the first year of delivery Community Science has achieved an audience reach of over 9.5 million including 

television, radio, print and online coverage. 

We have engaged 308 individual volunteers (not including TM and OM surveyors) who have committed 1804 

volunteer hours (more than a FTE role) to Moorland monitoring. 36 of these volunteers have repeatedly been 

involved in Community Science activities. 

We have extended the network of environmental monitoring sites to the north and south. All environmental 

monitoring sites have been adopted by a local volunteer group. The annual vegetation monitoring campaign 

was completed across sites and routine monitoring continues through-out the year.  

Through-out spring and summer 2015 2600 bumblebees were recorded during 123 surveys of 30 different 

transects by 30 individual volunteers. 8 training sessions provided these volunteers with the confidence and 

skills needed to undertake the bumblebee Targeted Monitoring. 90 volunteers attended these training 

sessions. Based on feedback from 53 of these volunteers the bumblebee targeted monitoring appealed to a 

broad age range of volunteers, from under 18 to over 66 years of age. 18% of who were under 25 ς a group 

identified as being under-represented in their access of the natural environment.     

September 2015 saw the launch of our new Sphagnum Moss Map survey ς an addition to the growing 

portfolio of Community Science wildlife surveys that can be undertaken all year round. In the last three 

months of 2015 101 volunteers attended one of 6 sphagnum Targeted Monitoring training sessions and have 

already submitted data from 22 separate transects.   

Our casual surveys - butterflies, birds and the newly launched hare survey ς attracted 425 records reporting 

мттф ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ǎƛƎƘǘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΣ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛŀ ΨǇƛŎƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŀ ǇƻǎǘŎŀǊŘΩ ŀǘ 

one of 359 local businesses, visitor centres or attractions in the Peak District and South Pennines. The addition 

of the MoorWILD smartphone application increased the variety of ways visitors and local communities can 

engage with these surveys; increasing audience reach and return rate.  

Spring 2016 will see the staggered launch of new Opportunistic and Targeted Surveys, designed by Stockholm 

Environment Institute. The new surveys will not only add to the suite of moorland monitoring evidencing the 

impact of climate change on the moorlands of the South Pennine Moors Special Area of Conservation ς they 

will also attract new interest groups and provide additional engagement opportunities for existing and new 

Community Scientists.  

Looking forward the coming year will focus on recruiting, training and supporting a team of volunteer Project 

Assistants who will become increasingly involved in project delivery. We have also identified a range of 

potential collaborations and engagement opportunities with external organisations and volunteer groups, 

including enabling access to green space - and the health and well-being benefits associated with this - to a 

broader spectrum of volunteers.  

Ensuring the legacy of Community Science and continued delivery of its outcomes beyond 2018, including 

ongoing volunteer recruitment and facilitation of sustainable volunteer journeys, is the Project Boards main 

priority over the coming years.  
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Communicating Community Science  
 

The Community Science team have taken a comprehensive approach to promoting the project, 

engaging communities and reaching new audiences. In the first year of delivery we have presented 

at local, national and international events, engaged with groups and individuals across a wide social 

demographic and created an online community of MoorCitizens.  

Engagement event planning in the first year has been both pro-active and reactive. We targeted a 

broad range of public events including large (Hope) and small (Edale) village and produce (Hayfield 

Apple Day) shows, music festivals (Dronfield) and celebrations (Pennine Way Anniversary weekend). 

We were also invited to events including Shepley School Eco-day, Crisis volunteer celebration and 

ΨhǇŜƴ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΩ days. In total Community Science was represented at 17 engagement events this year. 

Based on the attendance figures available for eight of these events the estimated audience reach to 

these eclectic audiences was approximately 850.  

     

Figure 1: Indoor and outdoor public engagement events organised in collaboration with other organisations: Chesterfield 
Pollination conference (left) with the Bumblebee Conservation Trust, and at Cliffhanger (right) with the PDNPA Rangers 
and North Lees team. 

  

ClifŦƘŀƴƎŜǊ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ events for outdoors people. Held in Sheffield it is 

attended by hundreds of outdoor enthusiasts and members of the public. Whilst we had identified 

this event as a good opportunity to recruit potential volunteers, the fee for exhibitors was 

prohibitive for the Community Science project. We were however able to collaborate with the Peak 

District National Peak North Lees team and were jointly represented on a large stall along with the 

Peak District National Park Ranger Service, resulting in a really positive promotional weekend both in 

terms of engaging with members of the public and other teams within the National Park.  

Plans for the coming year include revisiting many of these annual events, especially those that 

yielded the most interest from potential volunteers. Bogtastic, which we were involved in organising 

with partner organisations, was a particularly successful moorland focussed event aimed at families, 

which we will certainly be involved in again with hands on demonstrates and displays. Larger shows 

such as the Hope Show are worth having a presence at however, similarly to Cliffhanger, joint 
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representation with other teams from the National Park is likely to be most efficient and cost 

effective.   

As well as temporary displays and demonstrations at events the Community Science team have 

given 20 presentations to over 600 people at conferences and organised talks this year. Several 

groups to whom we have presented have gone on to engage in monitoring including Youlgrave 

Brownie Guides (7-11 year olds) who we later engaged in a separate Opportunistic Monitoring 

focussed session and Sheffield University Conservation Volunteers who have also engaged in 

Targeted Monitoring training of both Bumblebee and Sphagnum surveys.  

Whilst increasing audience reach these events also presented knowledge exchange and networking 

opportunities with national and international conservation organisations, academic and business 

communities including: the national Natural England biodiversity team; Society of National Parks 

Staff; Coffey International; Hope Construction; Symposium of Ecological Restoration World 

Conference and at the European Diploma for Protected Areas conference. The later sparked an 

invitation to apply for a best practice communication award for which we went on to be awarded a 

special commendation. A Community Science case study now appears on the EUROPARC website:     

http://www.europarc.org/news/2015/11/community-science-project-communicating-engaging-

empowering/?utm_source=hootsuite  

 

Figure 2: Community Science staff (Left to right: Joe, Tom and Sarah) and Moors for the Future Partnership (right) receiving 
a Commendation for EUOPARCs Best Practice Communication Award of Natura200 sites. 

άΧǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƛƳŜΧ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƛŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ 
ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǎŀǘ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƻƴ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ƘŜŀǾȅΧ aCC ǎǇƻƪŜ ǘƻ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘǊǳŜ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŜƴƎŀƎƛƴƎ- one of 
tƘŜ 5ŀŘǎ L ǿŀǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ϥ{ƘŜϥǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƳƻǎǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴŜΗϥ Χ ǎǳŎƘ 
simple pieces of hands on interpretation which, backed up by someone who's passionate 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ Ŏŀƴ ǿƻǊƪ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭƭȅΦέ 
Helen Tuck, National Trust. 

http://www.europarc.org/news/2015/11/community-science-project-communicating-engaging-empowering/?utm_source=hootsuite
http://www.europarc.org/news/2015/11/community-science-project-communicating-engaging-empowering/?utm_source=hootsuite
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The first year of delivery of Community Science has achieved significant media coverage. Audience 

reach from 31 of 108 features totalled 9,649,039. This included 4 television interviews, 6 radio 

features (on breakfast, news and afternoon shows), 81 online pieces and 18 print articles. Press 

releases covering the Pollinating the Peak conference (led by the Bumblebee Conservation Trust), 

launch of both the Mountain hare and Sphagnum moss surveys and Community Science 

photography competition inspired the majority of stories. The largest audiences were reached 

through television coverage on BBC Countryfile (featuring the HLF logo on a screenshot of the 

Community Science survey card); BBC Look North and BBC East Midlands News which broadcast 

interviews with the Community Science team regarding the Mountain hare survey and bumblebee 

survey respectively. Community Science also featured on SpringWatch Extra (BBC Red button) in an 

interview with academic collaborator Dr. Sarah West of Stockholme Environment Institute.  

 

 

Having developed our web presence we now have a growing online community. We have attracted 

1017 MoorCitizens on social media through Twitter (545), Facebook (394), Instagram (61), Pinterest 

(12) and Flickr (5) ς as undoubtedly some 

individuals will be represented more than 

once this figure is likely to be a slight 

overestimate.   

By mid-December 452 tweets (more than one 

per day through-out the course of the year) 

attracted 4979 profile visits, 680 retweets 

and 207 mentions, resulting in more than 

189,000 impressions (number of times tweets 

were loaded onto user pages).  

ά.ŜƛƴƎ ŜƴƎǊƻǎǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƧƻōΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ 
refreshing just to be working 
ǎǘŜŀŘƛƭȅ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊǎΦέ  

Rowan Shand McIntosh, 
Environmental Monitoring 
volunteer 

Figure 3: We have built an online community of MoorCitizens with contributions from external individuals and 
organisations including SpringWatch's WildlifeKate and Tempcon Instrumentation Ltd. 
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2015 enjoyed a combined audience reach of Facebook and Twitter of 240,907, based on 

impressions, and subsequent engagement of 8113 users.  

Similarly on Facebook 314 posts had a total user of reach of 51,725 with an average of 132 unique 

users engaged daily.   

In October 2015 we launched a Community Science blog which has generated 1343 Blogger page 

views in the last three months. As well as Community Science created content, guest and external 

blogs have included: 

¶ A celebration of the lifesaving properties of Sphagnum moss by Richard Lindsay, University 

of London and guest speaker at the Community Science 2015 survey launch 

(http://richardlindsayartsandletters.org.uk/the-amazing-sphagnum-bog-moss-from-ww1-to-

the-climate-war ) 

¶ Wildlife Kate (www.wildlifekate.co.uk/my-blog/4553883711 )  

¶ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ōȅ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊΣ Rowan Shand McIntosh 

(http://moorcitizens.blogspot.co.uk/)  

¶ A celebration of the Big Moss Map survey written by a Targeted Monitoring volunteer 

(http://naturalworldnature.blogspot.co.uk/2015/12/the-big-moss-map-survey.html ) . 

 

The Community Science competition of the year invited photography entries depicting Ψaoorland 

and WildlifeΩ. Following internal and external online publicity the competition welcomed 130 entries 

from Scotland to Surrey, many of whom had not previously engaged with Community Science. Paul 

Hodson (Photographer whose signed photography book was donated as part of the first prize) and 

Kate Macrae (Wildlife Kate) judged a shortlist of 25 outstanding photos and selected 4 runners up 

and 1 winner.   

 

    

Figure 4: Prize presentation with winner Malcom Mee at the roadside layby (right) where the winning photograph (left) 
was taken. Malcom is a full time carer who finds time to capture the moorland, often from his car window, including this 
stunning short-eared owl 

    

http://richardlindsayartsandletters.org.uk/the-amazing-sphagnum-bog-moss-from-ww1-to-the-climate-war
http://richardlindsayartsandletters.org.uk/the-amazing-sphagnum-bog-moss-from-ww1-to-the-climate-war
http://www.wildlifekate.co.uk/my-blog/4553883711
http://moorcitizens.blogspot.co.uk/
http://naturalworldnature.blogspot.co.uk/2015/12/the-big-moss-map-survey.html
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To increase the engagement and audience reach of the competition the 25 shortlisted photographs 

are being prepared for a roadshow in 2016 and will be displayed at a range of venues including 

libraries, visitor centres and art exhibitions.  

Looking forward we aim to maintain the momentum of public relations; working closely with the 

wider communications of the Moors for the Future Partnership as well as external partners and 

collaborators. 2016 will also see the development of a team of Community Science Communication 

and Engagement volunteer Project Assistants.         

Volunteer engagement  
 

In 2015 308 individuals volunteered for Community Science ς not including Opportunistic or 

Targeted Monitoring surveyors. Of these 36 community Scientists volunteered more than once; 

between 2 and 13 times during the year. Collectively volunteers dedicated 1804 hours this year, 

equating to 258 days ς more than a Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) post.   

The variety of activities available for volunteers has 

increased as the project progresses. Over the course 

of the year volunteers have spent most time (52%) 

undertaking targeted monitoring training and 

surveying. Bumblebee survey training commenced 

three months after the Community Science Officer 

was recruited, following induction and review of 

training materials. Through-out the summer months 

bumblebee monitoring was the only targeted survey 

available and therefore accounted for all targeted 

monitoring volunteer time.  

The new Sphagnum survey launched at the end of 

September adds to the current spring and summer 

targeted monitoring calendar enabling existing 

bumblebee survey volunteers to expand their skill set and diversify into Sphagnum moss monitoring 

ά!ǎ ŦŀǊ ŀǎ L ŀƳ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎŜǘ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ 

messages out there is to encourage volunteers into participating in 

citizen science. Exactly what you guys will be doing. It is people like 

yourselves that help to create the cornerstones of our increasing 

ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΧϥέ          

David Lindo (The Urban Birder) 

άΧ LΩƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ 

the scale of the work 

achieved and the vision for 

the moors. We need more 

visionary projects of this 

ƳŀƎƴƛǘǳŘŜΦέ                     

Brett Westwood (Radio 4) 
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in winter when bumblebees die off (see fig.13 ). The Sphagnum moss survey also provides a different 

species to engage new volunteers. Building a portfolio of surveys across the calendar is expected to 

maintain a constant, if not increasing, involvement of targeted monitoring volunteers through-out 

the year.  

 

Figure 5: Volunteer activity has increased and diversified as the year has progressed. 

33% of volunteer time was spent Environmental Monitoring including training, site set up and 

surveying. The August peak reflects the vegetation survey campaign and set up of new sites. Routine 

monthly data downloads continue into the winter along with data management and additional 

equipment training.  

Volunteer time spent Opportunistic Monitoring reflect the casual nature of this survey and low level 

of involvement required. The lag in volunteer engagement in this survey, with volunteer time 

reported from June onwards, highlights the lead-in time required to promote the survey following 

the recruitment of the Community Science Communication and Engagement Officer in March. The 

above graph will not yet include all volunteer time for December as records collected over the 

Christmas period were not available at the time of writing.  
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Figure 6: Volunteer time categorised by unskilled, skilled or professional activity. 

Following the summer survey campaigns volunteer activities expanded to include data input ς a role 

which will develop to include data presentation and management as the project progresses. 

Volunteer involvement in communication and engagement activities began prior to the launch of 

ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳǊǾŜȅǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀ Ǿƛǘŀƭ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ Almost a third of volunteer 

time committed to communication activities to date has been professional including a Public 

Relations consultant; Brett Westwood ς a Radio 4 presenter; Richard Lindsey ς a leading Sphagnum 

expert and Gill Perkins ς .ǳƳōƭŜōŜŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ 

us put out press releases and featured as guest speakers at an evening talk and our 2015 survey 

launch event.  

 

Figure 7: In the first year of delivery the majority of volunteer activities were categorised as 'unskilled'. An increase in 
'skilled' activities will develop as volunteers become more confident in undertaking surveys independently. 

In September, following training and support, we reported volunteers conducting their own surveys, 

ǘƘǳǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ΨǎƪƛƭƭŜŘΩΦ During 2015 86% of volunteer activities were categorised as 
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ΨǳƴǎƪƛƭƭŜŘΩΣ мн҈ ΨǎƪƛƭƭŜŘΩ ŀƴŘ н҈ ΨǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭΩΦ Lƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ΨǎƪƛƭƭŜŘΩ ǾƻƭǳƴǘŜŜrs is 

expected to increase year on year as more people develop and become confident with the relevant 

skills needed. 

Accessibility and inclusion  
 

Encouraging volunteers to select their own routes to 

survey, as oppose to restricting individuals to provided 

routes, enables individuals to select moorland walks that 

suit their requirements. For some being in close proximity 

to facilities, being able to reach a location by public 

transport or being able to follow non-strenuous, clearly 

marked paths facilitates their involvement. For others 

walking on open access moorland with no hint of facilities 

is part of the enjoyment.  Knowing these are important 

factors for volunteers when considering whether to take 

part we have created a map showing parking and accessibility information 

(http://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/community-science/bumblebee-transects ) and encourage 

people to contact us should they have any particular requirements or concerns.  

In place of an off-putting, overwhelming risk assessment requiring volunteer signatures (which had 

been identified as an area for improvement) we have, in consultation with the Peak District National 

Park Safety Officer, developed a Health and Safety checklist for all volunteers to consult before 

exploring the moorland ς providing essential information in a positive and supportive format 

(http://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/sites/default/files/csp/HealthAndSafetyGuidelines.pdf ).  

In addition to engaging visitors and local communities who may be familiar with exploring the green 

spaces of the Peak District and South Pennines an essential outcome of the project is to inspire and 

engage individuals and groups for whom moorlands and their wildlife may be a new experience. In 

doing so we not only increase the audience to whom we are able to raise awareness of moorland 

conservation but are also providing opportunities for all volunteers to be physically active; connect 

with people; be more aware of their surroundings; learn new things and be part of a community that 

is helping out in a big way ς all of which contribute to personal health and well-being.  

We have been exploring a range of opportunities through which we can engage under-represented 

groups in Community Science.  

Earlier this year we supported a local Wonderscape    Eco-arts project funded by O2. Working with 

them we provided the inspiration, focussed on our Opportunistic surveys, for volunteers to produce 

their own works of art ς a fantastic opportunity to mix arts and science! Groups included young 

carers, a Sheffield based arts club for older people and Crisis, a national charity for single homeless 

people.  Following this successful introduction to Community Science we have been working with 

the Crisis Skylight South Yorkshire team who provide work and learning coaching, classes and 

activities, to develop a Community Science based course which may run continuously through their 

ǘǿŜƭǾŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǘŜǊƳǎΦ ¢ƘŜ Ψ/ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩ course will include members being transported to a 

moorland location by Sheffield Community transport minibus for an outdoor day with the 

http://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/community-science/bumblebee-transects
http://www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk/sites/default/files/csp/HealthAndSafetyGuidelines.pdf
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Community Science team once every three weeks. In intervening weeks members will build on their 

Community Science experience using it as the inspiration for an art project; creative writing; IT skills 

training; health and well-being reflection or towards their volunteering goals for example ς all of 

which promote functional skills. Working with the Crisis team we will develop an accreditation 

scheme to ensure volunteers can capture the dedication, transferable skills and experience they 

gain. 

    

Figure 8: Collaboration with Moorland Wonderscape - an Eco-Arts project by Madeleina Kay, funded by O2 Think Big and 
with support of Sheffield University Landscape Department, introduced Community Science to new audiences whilst 
combining science, nature and art.  

   

We also hope to be able to offer a similar level of engagement with our Opportunistic, Targeted 

and/or Environmental monitoring ς increasing skills and involvement through-out volunteer 

journeys ς ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ tŜŀƪ tŀǊƪ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊǎ ΨCƛǘ ŦƻǊ ǿƻǊƪΩ scheme; a rehabilitation 

program for ex-offenders. !ǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩ Ŏourse emphasis in these sessions will 

be on enhancing transferable skills and contributing to personal development and employability of 

volunteers.     

Using the above potential opportunities as pilots we aim to expand our engagement of under-

represented groups visiting green spaces. Following a meeting with Derbyshire County Council there 

are shared opportunities to work with Mental Health groups through their Health and Communities 

team.  

In January 2016 we plan to meet with the chair of Peak District Mosaic with whom we hope to 

ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΦ ΨtŜŀƪ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ aƻǎŀƛŎ provides opportunities for people from black and 

ethnic minority communities living in the urban fringe of the Peak District National Park to engage in 

activities taking place in the Peak Park. Mosaic organises these activities and promotes them to black 

and ethnic minority communities, and to communities in the Peak District, through Community 

Champions and publicity materials.Ω  

²Ƙƛƭǎǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴities we will explore potential groups identified 

as capacity allows.    

Looking forward Community Science has been exploring opportunities to forge links with 

organisations and projects that could ensure new volunteers continue to be engaged beyond 2018. 

We have been working increasingly closely with the PDNPA Learning and Discovery team to embed 
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Community Science in the Moorland Indicators of Climate Change Initiative (MICCI) project, 

engaging secondary school students in moorland monitoring through their schools. This year with be 

the eight year of the MICCI project and we have the ambition to continue it to 2018 and beyond.  

/ƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ! Ψ[ŜǾŜƭ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ǎȅƭƭŀōǳǎ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ 

to be included in an outdoor based field course that counts towards a carbon focussed module in 

the curriculum, potentially increasing the number of teenage Community Scientists engaged. 

We are also exploring possible opportunities to embed Community Science as part of Duke of 

Edinburgh official activities through a company who run Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, and 

therefore have good links with the programme.  

All of the above opportunities would increase the involvement of young people under the age of 25 

ς an under-represented group accessing the natural environment. 

 

Partnership working  
 

There has been continued financial contribution and delivery support from Community Science 

partners and strategic steer from the Community Science Steering group.  

Partners have independently promoted the project both internally to staff teams (e.g. Environment 

Agency) and externally to public audiences (e.g. PDNPA visitor centres). We have worked closely 

with other teams in the Peak District National Park to embed Community Science in volunteer group 

activities and plan to increase joint working opportunities in future including Rangers; Learning and 

Discovery; Peak Park Conservation Volunteer and North Lees teams.  

Partners have also helped us to promote 

Community Science and the importance of 

volunteer engagement in moorland conservation 

through direct involvement or facilitation of 

media interviews (e.g. RSPB / United Utilities). 

Severn Trent Water will promote volunteer 

engagement opportunities to their staff through 

their newly developed staff volunteering 

programme in 2016. Environment Agency staff 

will also directly engage with volunteering 

activities in 2016. We plan to work with Yorkshire 

Water to increase volunteer engagement across 

their land holdings in the South Pennines in the 

coming year.   

Natural England highlighted Community Science 

as a best practice community engagement project 

to an international visitor from an equivalent 

organisation in Australia which generated a valuable knowledge exchange opportunity.  

Figure 9: RSPB's Dave O'Hara joined the Community 
Science team to film a feature for BBC Look North on our 
newly launched Mountain hare surveys. 
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Volunteers of the National Trust in Marsden have been wonderfully supportive of Community 

Science and, as well as displaying promotional material in their visitor exhibition have adopted one 

ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ aƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ  

The partner support listed above is by no means exhaustive and continued support from partners is 

much appreciated.  

Partnershi p working to develop the v olunteer journey . 
 

As well as volunteer focussed groups we have also been working with conservation groups with 

overlapping interests including: the Bumblebee Conservation Trust (BBCT); Sorby Natural History 

Group and the Mammal Society. We have been working with the HLF supported BBCT to create a 

volunteer journey for Community Scientists interested in our Targeted Bumblebee Monitoring. 

Currently Community Scientists who develop a real passion for Bumblebee identification, beyond 

the three species we are targeting, can go on to develop their skills and undertake BeeWalks; 

recording all bumblebee species. 

 

 

Figure 10: Making moorland conservation engaging: as part of the Chesterfield Pollination conference a 6ft bee 
sculpture at the base of Chesterfield's 'Crooked Spire' is a lasting reminder of the importance of 'Pollinating the Peak'. 

 

In April 2015 the Pollinating the Peak conference in Chesterfield successfully galvanised the need to 

extend education to all groups and schools in villages, towns and cities within the Peak District about 

the vital role pollinator populations provide. The Polli:lab initiative and the events planned will help 

in achieving this aim by raising public awareness of the importance of bumblebees and the problems 

that they face, inspiring individual action and supporting bumblebees through active conservation 

work to safeguard, restore and create valuable bumblebee habitats, crucially in urban open spaces 


























































