


British Ecological Society

• 6,000 members 
• Journals - six
• Grants
• Influences policy
• CIEEM

• Public engagement
• Grass roots activity
• Special Interest groups

AGM 2017: Ecology across 
Borders in Ghent, Belgium

Arthur Tansley
1871-1955



Moor House 1975

The BES has 
changed

Then….

The Naturalists by LJ Watson 1956



Glastonbury 2017:

Sex and Bugs and Rock n Roll

BES …now

70% under 37 yr
47% female



MIRES 
RESEARCH 
GROUP

c. 2010



1960s
• Linked to the Nature Conservancy 

based at Attingham Park
• Studies of a range of mires – prior 

to notification as SSSI and NNR
• Initial interests in Midlands mires

1980s 
• BES sub-group c. 1980
• Summer field meetings in UK
• Characterise mires
• Published field reports
• European field visits ..Finland and 

Estonia

Tom Pritchard
Philip Oswald
Mike Pearson
Jack Rieley
Bryn Green
John Tallis
David Bellamy
Peter Moore
Derek Boatman
Hugh Ingram
John Lee
Dicky Clymo
Bryan Wheeler
Roger Meade
David Goode

History - Mires Research Group



“Dicky Clymo was particularly involved and 
brought along prototype peat boring and 
sampling equipment that looked more like 
space rockets to one of the meetings we 
had on the Brecon Beacons...he was 
involved in capturing released methane at 
depth”    RM 

“David Bellamy then, as now, was a 
great publicist…. He it was who coined 
the name 'Peatniks' for members of 
the MRG, at the height of the Beatles 
craze”     JT



Mires Research Group - early 1980s

Tulloch Hill Perthshire 1983
with Bryan Wheeler & Jane Smart

Claish Moss, Highlands 1980Kentra Moss, Highlands 1980 with 
David Goode 

Journal paper came from a summer field visit in 1984



Peatland Research Group 
of the British Ecological Society

Prof Ian Rotherham

Peatlands… Restoration… Social history… Archaeology… Science    
Natural History… People… Public engagement… Landscape…



Recent Events

• Peatlands and birds September 2017

• Blanket bog and Climate change 2017

• Science and Beauty of Peatlands, 2016

• Peatlands and Raptors 2016

• Meet the Bog plants 2015

• In the Bog 2014

• Bog restoration workshop 2014 (in Lille)

• War and Peat 2013

• Fenns, Whixall and Bettisfield Mosses 2012



Meet the Bog 
Plants field trip 
Thorne Moors 
2015

War and Peat 
Conference 2013

Manchester Science 
Festival 2016



BES Peatland Research Group
Visit to Fenns, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses 
NNR, 2012



BES PRG 2012 at Fenns, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses NNR  
2012

Martha 
Newton talks 
about 
Bryophyte re-
colonisation 
during 
restoration



Fenns, Whixall & Bettisfield Mosses NNR, 
2012

Chris Field talks about 
pollution patterns of 
NOx and NH3 the 
latter showing a large 
cluster over Cheshire-
Shropshire



Blanket bog and 
Climate change 
March 2017

Peatlands for Birds, September 2017: 
Issues & Opportunities in 
Re-constructing Peat Landscapes in 
Uplands and Lowlands



Sphagnum Identification Workshops

http://www.ukeconet.org/identification-guides-sphagnum-introduction.html

http://www.ukeconet.org/identification-guides-sphagnum-introduction.html


Joint meeting with Cumbria Boglife and other partners
November 1-2, 2018



Future:
• Join the BES PRG
• Enjoy activities
• Offer new ideas
• Help the PRG evolve

http://www.britishecologicalsociety.org/membership-
community/special-interest-groups/peatlands-research/



Thank you for listening


