


the launch venue within the space of two hours. 
Separated into smaller groups, the parties fanned 
out along the footpath at Wessenden Moor to 
listen to a series of talks and ask questions of our 
well-informed and enthusiastic staff team. 

Guests heard about the crucial role of our science 
team in gathering evidence of the effectiveness 
of our work. This included the secrets that are 
released from the moors in the form of samples 
showing the quality of the water that will end up 
in reservoirs used for drinking water. They also 
learned how landscape-scale land management 
and conservation activities will soon be monitored 
at a landscape scale using a fixed-wing unmanned 
aerial vehicle. 

A talk on public engagement focussed on the 
citizen science delivered through our Community 
Science project, which has been amazingly 
successful in inspiring and encouraging the public 

to value the uplands and gives an opportunity for 
everyone to get involved in our work in a number 
of ways from filling in a wildlife survey to adopting 
a long-term monitoring site. This great work will 
soon be complemented by our Bogtastic van. 

Members from our conservation and land 
management team explained the different 
techniques that have been used to bring life back 
to the moors of Saddleworth and Wessenden 
which are divided by the footpath. From this 
vantage point, it is possible to get a flavour of 
how the landscape recovers, as the works on 
each moor took place in different years. The 
team also highlighted the importance of everyone 
working together to achieve the best outcomes 
for nature. 

Before they left, one of the groups was willing to 
oblige us with a photo opportunity to celebrate 
Natura 2000 day.
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BUDS, BERRIES AND LEAVES – A VOLUNTEER VIEW BY JEFF KRESSLER

contact the Moors for the Future 
Community Science team if I need any 
advice.

So, what do I get from doing this survey 
work for Moors for the Future Partnership? 
I’ve learnt more about certain plants and 
the moorland habitat, and have now started 
to work on my general plant identification 
skills and understanding of ecology. I get 
the satisfaction of contributing to scientific 
investigation of the natural environment and 
how to protect it. I get lots of fresh air and 
exercise and if I’m lucky I’ll see a kestrel or 
other bird of prey! All round, well worth 
doing!”

So, here I am slowly walking up a steep 
hillside. I’m a bit short of breath and the 
wind’s cold and has a bit of a bite to it but 
do I care? No, because the sunshine is 
glorious and the views are just stunning.
 
The other side of Luddenden Dean is a 
patchwork of fields and woodland; steeper 
lower down then a shallower slope higher 
up as it becomes the shelf. Above that is 
the moor, bleaker but still beautiful and full 
of life, albeit not quite as showy as some 
other habitats.

I’m on my way from Jerusalem Farm car 
park to the beginning of the Midgley Moor 
transect to do the Buds, Berries and 
Leaves Survey. It’s an easy task, I just have 
to check and record whether the specific 
plants being surveyed have buds, berries or 
leaves on them.

I’ll then pass on the data to Moors for the 
Future Partnership, who’ll use it to learn 
about changes in the timing of events in the 
plants’ life cycles; important information to 
track the effects of climate change. I don’t 
need to be a botanist, or even know that 
much about plants to do this, I got the
training I need in a day and I know I can



The year in numbers 
TOTAL INCOME £5,710,951

EXPENDITURE FOR THE YEAR £4,551,801

Our grant funding spans multiple years 
which means the income in a given 
year may be earmarked for successive 
financial years. 

PARTNERS AND FUNDERS

Core partners 

Environment Agency

National Trust

Peak District National Park Authority

Pennine Prospects

RSPB

Severn Trent Water

United Utilities

Yorkshire Water Services

Project funders
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Environment Agency

Heritage Lottery Fund

National Trust

Natural England

Peak District National Park Authority

Pennine Prospects

RSPB

OUR WORK IN NUMBERS

29 projects

42 hectares 
of sward diversification 
by seeding

24 waterbody 
catchments worked in

3 kilometres 
of flagstone path 
constructed

2 PhD studentships

3 publications 
in scientific journals by 
previous PhD students

1 nine-month 
undergraduate 
placement student

Severn Trent Water

United Utilities

Kirklees Council

Yorkshire Water Services

Woodland Trust 

Private Landowners

8,317 bags 
of heather brash spread 

over nearly42 hectares
of bare peat

SOURCES OF INCOME

GRANTS
£4,467,443

78%

MATCH FUNDING
£1,243,508

22%

96 events attended or 
hosted to raise awareness 
of our work

4,564 community 
science volunteer hours

291 hectares 
of sphagnum plug 
application

5,116 

gully blocks installed

measurements taken
10,000 dipwell 

1 previous PhD student 
completed his PhD
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3 publications 
in scientific journals by 
previous PhD students
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Moors for the Future Partnership
The Moorland Centre, Fieldhead, Edale, Hope Valley S33 7ZA
t: 01629 816577 e: moors@peakdistrict.gov.uk

 www.moorsforthefuture.org.uk

The work of the partnership is delivered by the Moors for the Future staff team through the Peak District National Park Authority 
as the lead and accountable body. We also receive financial support from our partners Environment Agency, National Trust, 
Pennine Prospects, RSPB, Severn Trent Water, United Utilities, Yorkshire Water, and support and advice from Natural England 
and representatives of the moorland owner and farming community including the NFU and Moorland Association.
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